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 What are SATs? 
SAT’s is the name given to the Standard Assessment Tests taken at the end of each Key 
Stage. They are written tests and measure what children all over the country can do when 
they are set the same questions. The results for these tests give you, and the school, 
valuable information about how your child is doing at school. 
 

 Why do children need to take SATs? 

Children take the national tests because they give you and the teachers information about 
your child’s strengths and areas they need to work on in the future. They also give each child 
the chance to show how much they know and what they understand and can do, in Maths and 
English.  
 

 What tests will your child take? 

At the end of Key Stage 2 (Year 6) your child is tested in Reading, Writing, Spelling, Maths 
(both written and mental) and Grammar and Punctuation. For most schools, Science will now 
be assessed only through teacher assessment, however there will be some schools who will 
be chosen to administer a Science SAT paper. The questions are the same for all children in 
the Year group. School can use the results from the tests to compare the progress of their 
pupils with that of children in other schools. 

 

 Do all children take SATs? 

Schools must make sure that all children in Year 6 are assessed. If the teacher assessment 
shows that a child is working below Level 2, they will not take the written tests. 
 
 
 

 What if my child is off school at the time of the SATs? 

Children can only take their tests on the dates given. If your child misses a test they will not 
get a test result in that subject and you can only get a teacher assessment of your child’s 
ability. Please do not make any appointments for your child or take them out of school when 
they should be taking their tests. 
 

 What if my child needs extra help to do the SATs? 

Some children have special arrangements made for their tests. If your child normally gets 
extra help in the classroom, or has a special educational need, they may be able to receive 
extra help, through readers, for example. We will let you know if your child is to have any 
special arrangements.  

 
  



 What level should my child achieve? 

The Government has stated that by the end of Key Stage 2, most children should aim to 
achieve at least National Curriculum Level 4. Your child’s class teacher will be able to give 
you an idea of the level they are expected to achieve. Some children may exceed this and 
take a level 6 paper. 
 

 When will I get my child’s results? 

The school will receive the results back in July and you will be informed of your child’s Levels 
in our annual report to parents. 
 

 Why do schools do SATs as well as teacher assessments? 

Tests and teacher assessments measure your child’s performance in different ways: SATs 
measure what all children over the country can do when they are set the same questions, 
teacher assessments indicate how your child is doing in class in all areas of the subject. 
 

 Are SATs stressful? 

Some parents / carers are worried that children might be anxious or stressed about the tests. 
SATs are NOT designed to be ‘pass or fail’ exams. They only cover what your child has been 
learning at school. When children know what to expect, they are more likely to show all of the 
skills, understanding and knowledge that they have learned during the Key Stage. At school 
we are helping the children prepare, by getting them used to the layout and design of SATs 
papers, by practising old SATs papers and working within the time scale they will be given. 
 

Test dates 

The 2014 Key Stage 2 tests will take place from 12-16 May.  

Date Tests 

Monday 12 May Levels 3-5 English reading test 

Level 6 English reading test 

Tuesday 13 May Levels 3-5 English grammar, punctuation and spelling test 

Level 6 English grammar, punctuation and spelling test 

Wednesday 14 May Levels 3-5 mental mathematics test 

Levels 3-5 mathematics Paper 1 

No level 6 tests timetabled for this day 

Thursday 15 May Levels 3-5 mathematics Paper 2 

Level 6 mathematics Paper 1 

Level 6 mathematics Paper 2 

 
  



 
 
 
 
 
IDEAS FOR READING AT HOME 
 
Reading for Information 

 Ask your child to tell you about a piece of news in the newspaper. You could read it first, 
then ask five questions about it and get them to show you where they found the answer.  

 Look for suitable leaflets or letters that come through your letterbox and ask your child to 
read them and explain to you what they are about. 

 If you need to read an instruction booklet or recipe, ask your child to read it and explain it 
to you instead. 

 Ask your child to read the TV guide to tell you what is going to happen in your favourite 
programme. Ask for as much detail as possible and get them to predict what else might 
happen. 

 Encourage your child to read food packaging and tell you about it (e.g. the back of a 
breakfast cereal pack). 

 
Using evidence from texts 

 Use any reading materials, and pick random facts from the text. Ask your child to write 
down or tell you how they know the information is a fact.  

 Ask your child to tell you some information about products when you are out shopping. 
They could read the label, ingredients or customer information to find the details. 

 If your child reads a comic or magazine, ask them to tell you about something of interest 
to them in it. 

 
Sequencing information 

 Some questions in the SATs tests are set out in unusual ways. If you have the opportunity 
to complete any questionnaires, quizzes and surveys, try to involve your child so that they 
become familiar with different formats. 

 
Word effect 

 Children often find it difficult to answer questions about word effect. You can help them by 
sharing lots of reading with them and asking lots of WHY questions. It will help your child 
to think about word effect and try to put their thoughts into words, e.g. Why do you think 
the author used that word? Why is that description so effective? Why did you find that 
story funny? 

 
Different texts 

 The SATs reading paper will include 3 or 4 different types of text. You can help your child 
by asking them to read lots of different sorts of things at home, e.g. stories, poems, jokes, 
information books, leaflets and comics, 888 subtitles while watching children’s TV! 

 
 

REMEMBER, YOUR CHILD CAN NEVER READ TOO MUCH! 



IDEAS FOR WRITING AT HOME 
 
There are lots of writing activities that your child can do for you, and with you, at home. 
 

 Write a letter to someone for you, and then you could re-draft it together. 

 Write a description, e.g. a detailed account of any interesting visits you have made. 

 Keep a diary and record events in as much detail as possible. 

 Write out the instructions for an activity that you do at home on a regular basis, and 
then discuss how accurate, detailed and clear the account is. 

 Write a newspaper article about a person or event that interests them. 

 Write a description of themselves, other members of the family, including the family pet.  

 Work on a long story with your child, over a long period of time. After each piece of 
writing you could sit together and work out ways to improve. 

 Write ‘thank you’ letters. Write their address properly and use the correct way to start 
and end a letter. 

 Re-write their own version of stories you have read together using a similar style. 

 Find good descriptions in books you look at together. Your child may be able to use 
these ideas and adapt them in their own writing. 

 Write a very detailed description of someone famous. The description needs to include 
lots more than just what the character looks like: include what they sound like, smell 
like, walk like etc. 

 Write a description of someone you know for you to guess who it is. 

 Choose an object at home and play a game with you thinking of as many ways as 
possible to describe it. 

 Choose an adjective and play a game with you thinking of as many different adjectives 
that mean the same as it does. 

 Take a basic sentence and try to make it as complex as possible by adding a bit more 
to it every time you write it. E.g. ‘The cat sat on the mat’ – after a lot of thought could 
become 'On a cool summer’s day, with a gentle breeze straying through the window, a 
lazy, but contented, old tabby cat sat relaxing on the old, comfortable, straw mat in a 
shady corner of the kitchen.’ 

 Spelling challenges – whenever you hear or see an interesting word, ask your child to 
have a go at spelling. If they get it wrong, have a look at it together and work out why. 

 Copy out passages of text in best, joined handwriting. 

 Make cards, write leaflets, design posters, write recipes, and take notes for shopping 
lists! 

 
 

WE ARE ALWAYS PLEASED TO SEE ANY WRITING YOUR CHILD  
PRODUCES. 

 
EVERY PIECE OF WRITING YOUR CHILD ENGAGES IN , WILL HELP THEM TO 
IMPROVE. 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
IDEAS FOR MATHS AT HOME 
 The methods taught in school are often very different to what you would have been shown. Ask your child 

to show you the methods they cover in school and explain how it works. Children often enjoy asking their 
parents to work out the answers to things which they must check the answer to.  

 What is your child’s favourite food from the supermarket? How much would 5 of them cost? Which notes 
or coins could be used to pay for them? How much change would be given from a note? Try the same 
activity with their least favourite food. Then find the difference in the cost between the two. 

 When you go shopping with your child or see a shop where there is a sale on, ask them to work out what 
the items would cost with 50% off, 25% off, 10% off, 5% off. Ask your child to show you how they worked 
this out. 

 To find areas and perimeters collect a range of envelopes, then, with your child, estimate, then measure, 
the perimeter and area of each one to the nearest centimetre. 

 You could also estimate, measure and compare the areas and perimeters of other objects; such as slabs, 
bricks, mirrors, photographs and tiles. 

 Does your child know all their times table facts up to 12 x 12 It’s really important that they do! If they do 
they can also work out lots of division facts such as 7 x 8 = 56, so 8 x 7 = 56, therefore 56 ÷ 8 = 7 and 56 
÷ 7 = 8. 

 Use dice to play quick mental maths calculation games. For instance throwing the dice twice to make a 
two digit number and then repeating this to see how quickly you can take one away from the other. Extend 
to three digit numbers. Repeat this activity several times to see if your child can get quicker mentally. 
ALWAYS discuss together the strategies you used to work the answer out. 

 Another dice game; throwing 3 times to make a three digit number and then rounding to the nearest 100, 
or nearest multiple of 10.  

 Use a tape measure that shows centimetres. Take turns to measure lengths of different objects around 
the house. 

 Ask your child how many centimetres there are in 1 metre, 2 metres, 3 metres. Ask them what 215cm 
would be in metres, or what 5m 15cm would be in cm.  

 Ask your child to measure in centimetres and millimetres and remind them that 10mm = 1cm, 1000mm = 
1m and 100cm = 1m.  

 Use football to have fun with maths. Ask your child how many goals their favourite team scored this 
season. Find the difference in goals scored between the top and the bottom team in a division this season. 
Add up the total number of goals scored by the top 5 teams and work out an average goal 

 score. 

 Use a sheet of paper, ask your child to fold it in quarters. Open it and colour 1, 2, 3 quarters, how many 
are left? Extend this to folding one into eights. 

 Ask your child to find a fraction of a group of objects. Give them 12 paperclips and ask them to find half of 
them. Do it again and work using quarters. If they are very clear on this, increase the number, change the 
fraction. 

 While out shopping with your child, encourage them to add up the cost of various items in their head. 
Repeat this activity but get them to estimate first. How close did they get to the actual answer? 

 Work out the price savings for offers such as 3 for the price of 2. 

 Give your child time problems to work out. Tell them what time you are due somewhere and ask them how 
long it is until then. 

 If going on a journey share the distance covered and make Maths problems using the journey, such as – if 
it took 15 minutes to travel 4 miles, how long is the whole journey likely to take us? 

 
ANY OPPORTUNITY YOUR CHILD GETS TO USE THEIR MATHS WILL HELP 

THEM IMPROVE. 
 


