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Jesus the Healer

RE





Success Criteria

Aim
• I can consider different viewpoints.

• I can report a miracle in the form of a newspaper article.
• I can question why people may not always want to be healed.



The Miracle

There was a festival in Jerusalem 
and Jesus went there. In 

Jerusalem there is a pool beside 
the sheep gate. In Hebrew it is 

called Bethesda. 

Glossary:
porches – covered shelters 
lame – not able to walk
arise – get or stand up
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The Miracle

The pool has five porches and a crowd of people who were sick, blind, 
lame or helpless were lying there, waiting for the water to move, for 
an angel of the Lord went down into the pool at certain times and 
stirred the water; and the first person who stepped into the water after 
it was stirred was made well, no matter what disease they had. 



Glossary:
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The Miracle

One man was there who had been ill for thirty-eight years. Jesus saw 
him lying there, and knew that he had been ill for a long time. Jesus 
said to him, “Do you want to be made well?” The sick man answered, 
“Sir, I have no one to put me in the pool when the water is stirred, and 
while I am getting in, some one else steps in before me.”



Glossary:
porches – covered shelters 
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The Miracle

Jesus said to him, “Arise, take up your bed, and walk.” Immediately 
the man was made well, and he took up his bed and walked.

John, Chapter 5



Help Needed

Verse 7 of Mark, Chapter 5 (New International Version) states the 
man’s response to Jesus asking if he wants to get well:

‘Sir,’ the invalid replied, “I have no one to help me into the pool when 
the water is stirred. While I am trying to get in, someone else goes down 
ahead of me.” 

Does the man seem keen 
to be helped? 

Is he enthusiastic about 
the idea of being healed 

and getting well?

Why do you think this 
might be? 



Self Help

An important part of the healing process is 
something called self-help. This is when a person 
wants to be healed and plays an active role in their 
own healing. 

An example could be someone who is feeling 
unwell because they haven’t exercised in a 
long time. In order to be healed, the person 
needs to exercise and they need to do this 
themselves. This is self help. 



Would this healing story 
be in the newspapers if it 

happened today?

How would it be 
reported?

If it was told by different 
people, how might it be 

told from their 
viewpoints? 

Report

Newspapers report events that have happened that are interesting, 
shocking, sad or exciting. If a story will make readers buy the 
newspaper, it will be written about.

Which key people could 
be interviewed? 



Report

Write your own newspaper report of the Man at Bethesda. 



Miracle Quiz

In your groups, answer the questions before seeing the 
answers at the end.

1.  This miracle is known as The Man at 

Show answer

This miracle is known as The Man at Bethesda

Next question



Miracle Quiz

2.  What did Jesus tell the man to pick up when he told him to walk?

Show answer

His mat

Next question



Miracle Quiz

3.  Why was Jesus in Jerusalem at this time?

Show answer

For a festival

Next question



Miracle Quiz

4.  When Jesus offered to heal the man, was he enthusiastic?

Show answer

No, he created excuses

Next question
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