


Exploring the Features of a Diary



Success Criteria

Aim
• I can explore the features of a diary.

• I can use a checklist to help identify the features of a diary.

• I can explain what is meant by the first person.

• I can change a text that is written in the third person to the first person.



Talking about Diaries

Talk about these questions with your talk partner.

What is a diary?

Do you have a diary or have you ever had one?

How do people use diaries for recording dates and events in a different way to 
diaries for recording personal responses to life events?

Have you ever read a book that is written in the style of a diary?

Do you know any features you might find in a diary?



Features of a Diary

This checklist shows you some of the things you might find in a diary.

Read the diary on your Features of a Diary Activity Sheet and work with your 
talk partner to colour code the features you can see.

A good diary…
includes a date and/or time? Blue
is written in the first person?                                 
e.g. I, me, my, we, us, our Green

uses the past tense for the main events? Red
includes an introduction to set the scene? Yellow
tell events in chronological order? Pink
includes personal emotions and feelings? Grey



Features of a Diary Answers

19th September

Well today I found out about what a dangerous place the world can really be for
hedgehogs! It all started this morning when my sisters and I walked up to Ma and Pa
when they were talking. Ma heard us coming. “Ssssshhhhh,” I heard her say to Pa as we
approached. Well of course that made me feel suspicious and so I asked what they had
been talking about. At first, Ma tried to tell me it was nothing, but I am a determined
little hedgehog and so I persisted,
“You wouldn’t be talking about nothing or there wouldn’t be any point in talking.” Pa told
me off for being cheeky then and said I should mind my own business. It was at that
point that Ma persuaded him to tell us.
Pa went all serious. He told us all to listen carefully to him. My sisters and I did just that.
We hung on his every word. I could see terror in my sister Petunia’s eyes but I don’t think
I felt particularly afraid. More than anything, I felt curious. He told us about how
hedgehogs like us can be injured or even killed crossing the road. It was a little shocking I
suppose but I just kept puzzling over why humans can cross that road and not get killed.
Pa said he didn’t think they did. After hearing all Pa had to say, I went off on my own for
a really long think. I resolved to find out how it could be that humans manage to cross

the road safely.



Using the First Person

The first person uses I, me, my, mine, we, us, our and ours.

Are these sentences written         
in the first person?

Which word/s tell you it is             
in the first person?

Yes

I

I hurried along among 
the many people on 

the pavement. 

Answers



Using the First Person

The first person uses I, me, my, mine, we, us, our and ours.

Are these sentences written         
in the first person?

Which word/s tell you it is             
in the first person?

Yes

My and I

My favourite food is 
probably worms but 

I don’t get to eat 
these very often. 

Answers



Using the First Person

The first person uses I, me, my, mine, we, us, our and ours.

Are these sentences written         
in the first person?

Which word/s tell you it is             
in the first person?

No

He and his

He went into next 
door’s garden to eat 

his meal and he found 
a delicious serving of 

cat food there! 

Answers



Using the First Person

This sentence is written in the third person.
The third person uses he, she, it, they, his, their, its, him, her or them.

Can you change the sentence 
so it is written in the first 

person?

Make sure you have changed 
all the relevant words.

Tell your talk partner what 
the new sentence would say.

He went into next 
door’s garden to eat 

his meal and he found 
a delicious serving of 

cat food there! 

Answers

I went into next 
door’s garden to eat 
my meal and I found 
a delicious serving of 

cat food there! 



Revising Diary Features

Can you decide which of these features you would expect to find in a diary?

These features need to be put into the diary.

The ones that are not features of a diary should be put into the bin.

Click on either the diary or the bin to check your answers.



Revising Diary Features

Includes a date and/or time.

next



Revising Diary Features

Written in the first person.

next



Revising Diary Features

Uses bullet points.

next



Revising Diary Features

Written in the past tense.

next



Revising Diary Features

Written in the present tense.

next



Revising Diary Features

Includes an introduction to set the scene.

next



Revising Diary Features

Includes an address.

next



Revising Diary Features

Tells events in chronological order.

next



Revising Diary Features

Includes personal emotions and feelings.

next



Revising Diary Features

Includes a caption.

next



Revising Diary Features

Uses sub-headings.



Success Criteria

Aim
• I can explore the features of a diary.

• I can use a checklist to help identify the features of a diary.

• I can explain what is meant by the first person.

• I can change a text that is written in the third person to the first person.




