
 

 
 

 
Parent Governors 

Hallam Fields Junior School needs committed Parent Governors 
– people who are willing to take an active interest in the life of the 
school. School Governors are elected for four years. 
It is important that Governors reflect the local community as far as 
possible. People of all backgrounds, cultures and races have a 
valuable contribution to make and should think about becoming a 
governor. 
 

Who are the Governors? 
Hallam Fields Junior School’s Governors has 11 members which 
consists of the following groups. 

parents, elected by parents of children at the school 

the headteacher 

a member of staff, elected by the staff at the school 

a Governor appointed by the Local Authority 

community Governors, people chosen by the Governing Board to represent the local 
community or because they have a particular interest or experience 
 

What do school Governors do? 

advise and support the Governing Board and the 
headteacher 

challenge and question the headteacher about the progress 
of children 

attend regular Governor meetings 

help ensure all students have an equal chance to succeed at 
school 

visit the school to see how it works 

play an important part in the process of appointing senior 
staff 

keep under review the aims and curriculum of the school 

decide how money allocated to the school is spent 

sit on panels to consider student exclusion, parental complaints, staff grievance and discipline 
issues 

ensure that the right provision is made for students with special educational needs 

work in partnership with the school, parents, the local community and local authority 
 

How much time will it take? 

There is at least one full Governors’ meeting each half 
term usually early evening. Expenses may be available for 
dependent care costs. 

You will need to visit the school so you can get to know 
the staff, students and parents. The better you know the 
school, the more confident you will feel in making 
decisions. Visits should be arranged with the permission of 
the headteacher.  These are often organised so that you 
go on a learning walk with a member of staff so they can 
explain what is happening, or you meet with a member of 
staff to discuss a particular area.  



 
Why become a parent Governor? 

Parents are a major source of support for the school. Schools are more effective if there is regular 
and positive dialogue with parents and if parents are involved in the work of the school. Parent 
Governors are one of the ways parents can take part in the life of the school. You might find it 
helpful to talk to other parent Governor(s) about what is involved. The school wishes to have a 
representative Governing Board and parents from all ethnic backgrounds are encouraged to 
stand. 
 

How long do I have to be a Governor for? 

You serve for four years from the date you are elected. Even if your child leaves the school you 
can still remain a parent Governor for the full four years. Any Governor may of course choose to 
resign before his/her term of office ends: this should be done in writing to the Clerk to Governors. 
 

Are parent Governors different from other governors? 

Parent Governors have the same status, duties and 
responsibilities as other members of the Governing Board.  
They have no power to take action as a Governor unless 
they have been asked to do so by the Governing Board. 
Parent Governors are not elected to represent parents but to 
bring the voice of the parents to the Governing Board.  
Although parent Governors may be regarded as the official 
channel for parents’ views they do not have to consult with 
the body of parents before they can speak or act as 
Governors. 
 

Am I allowed to talk about Governing Board meetings? 

The Governing Board aims to keep confidential items to a minimum, however, all governors need 
to bear in mind that indiscreet talk about what has been said or decided at a governors’ meeting 
may cause problems. Governors need to feel secure enough to speak openly and make decisions 
without fear that their every word will be reported. 
In general all Governors should make sure that they never discuss individual children or adults 
outside the Governing Board, if they have gained information about them as a result of being a 
Governor. 
 
If you want more information about becoming a Governor or would like to be put in touch with one 
of our parent Governors please speak to Mr David Brown (Headteacher) or Mrs Sharron Ashby 
(School Business Manager and Clerk to Governors).  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We are currently looking for two Parent Governors, as one of our Governors has moved 
across into a Local Authority Governor role and the other Governor’s term of office expired last 
year and their child has moved on to secondary school. We have skills gaps in the areas of data 
or number, whether in an educational or other work setting and finance. We would be particularly 
keen to receive nominations from someone with experience in any of these areas, although this is 
not essential.  
 
Please complete the form which has been emailed to all parents along with further details. If you 
require a printed copy please ask at the school office.  


